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INSTRUCTIONS

1. Answer any three questions.

2. All questions carry equal marks.
3. Start each question on a fresh page.

4. Write on both sides of the writing paper.

1. Read carefully the following passage and answer the questions on it that follow.
Once upon a time Ostrich had a normal-sized neck, just like other birds, in those days. Ostrich and Crocodile were friends. All the other animals warned Ostrich that Crocodile was an evil animal, and not to be trusted. But Ostrich, for such a big bird, has a small head and few brains, so he took no notice.

One day Crocodile was very hungry, and he hadn’t eaten for several days. None of the animals had dared to come near his pan, for fear of being caught and dragged into water.

So Crocodile said to Ostrich, “My dear friend, a tooth of mine is aching. I have so many teeth – there always seems to be something wrong with one of them. Please put your head inside my mouth and see if you can tell me which one it is.” And he opened his jaws wide.

Foolish Ostrich did as he was asked, and wicked Crocodile closed his mouth on the bird’s head. Then Crocodile started to pull backwards, into the water, where Ostrich would drown and thus make a fine meal for him.

But Ostrich, although stupid, was a large bird and very strong. He did not want to die, and so he pulled in the opposite direction.

Both were equally determined to win this fight, and as they pulled and pulled, Ostrich’s neck started to stretch and stretch. It grew longer and longer, and must have been very painful for poor Ostrich, but he did not give in.

At last Crocodile got tired and let go. Poor Ostrich ran away, and ever since then he has lived in sandy places, far away from rivers. He still has a long neck and he never, never goes near crocodiles.

a) In a sentence or two, explain the moral of this story.

b) Why do you think Ostrich is referred to as “poor Ostrich”?
c) Where are you likely to find ostriches? Deserts/wetlands (Choose one).

d) What other word in the passage means the same as “foolish”?

e) Explain what was wrong with one of Crocodile’s teeth.

f) Who of the two, Crocodile and Ostrich, was stronger? Give a reason for your answer.

g) Why do you think Ostrich would make a fine meal for Crocodile?

h) Explain what is meant by “to let go”.

i) The writer repeats the same word in “Pulled and pulled”, “stretch and stretch” and “longer and longer”. Explain the meaning that is conveyed by such repetition.

2.  Write a summary of the above story in 100 words. Remember to hand in for marking your notes as well as the first and final drafts of your summary.

3.  Write a letter to a company that you believe is abusing women in their advertisements. In your letter, explain to them your concerns regarding the media’s place for women in society.
4a. You have been asked by the Dean to welcome prospective new parents to your college during an open day. Write a short welcoming speech in which you use an appropriate register.

4b.  Discuss the cohesive and coherent devices you have used in 4a above to make your speech flow smoothly.
5. You have finished collecting data on the impact of unemployment on youths in your area. Write a detailed report of your study for possible publication by a local journal that caters for your discipline. 
6a. Complete the following passage by filling in an appropriate preposition. Underline the prepositions you have used.
Sandra Moyo is modelling new fashions …..Woolworths. She has a poncho…her shoulders and is wearing earings ….her ears. She has a flower …her hair and a ring …..her finger. She is enjoying herself a lot and is laughing…..the camera man who is standing… the camera. She is very good ..this and is having a lot …fun.

6b.  Rewrite the following paragraph changing it from direct into reported speech.

You have been chosen out of hundreds of possible customers because we believe in you. We have done our homework and we know that you are not one of those ordinary people who have no vision. Frankly, we can’t waste time on people like that. So we have chosen to concentrate our efforts on the highly valuable members of society- people just like you; people who can see a bright future ahead! We know that you are sophisticated enough to dream of financial independence and we can give it to you. But this offer is limited to only a few individuals – those who are smart and astute enough not to waste any time.
